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The Rt Hon. R.G. Menzies, C.HiyQ.0 4 z . 3
& Prime Minister, 2L 4

Parliament House
CANBERRA, A.C.T.

Dear Mr. Menzies,
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Dear S8ir Keith,

I have received your letter of lst July, in
which you have mentioned the matter of the removal of the
Vickers Vimy from the Australian War Memoriael and the proposal
to send it to Adelaide.

May I assure you at the outset that the removal
of the machine from the War Memoprial bullding doea not carry
ény imputation that it has suffered, or is likely to suffer, any
diminution of its historical value,

When the machine wes first placed in the Wapr
Memorial none of us could have foreseen that Austrelis would be
forced to fight in another major war and that we would be re=-
quired to find room in the bullding for a grcat number of ex-
hibite perpetuating our further efforts on the field of battle,
That position, however, did arise and the War Museum has had to

be re-organized,

In that re-organization we considered the value
of the Vickers Vimy as en exhibit connected with var, It
appearcd to us that ite chief velue lay not in ite comnection
with battlee fought and won but in its connection with the
gallent end epic flight undertaken by your late brother and
yourself eo many years ago, The conclusion drawn was that it
should have a more appropricte home, and we pet out to find one,

At thie Juncture, certain people in Adelaide, a
city that has always been proud of being your birthplace, agked
if they might have the mechine on exhibition in the oity, It
appears that the Applied Science Museum of the South Austrelian
Echool of Mines and Industries was prepared to have the machine
properly housed and cared for.

I em, however, not awere at present of Just what
the request entails and I have esked for further detalls, par-
ticularly with regard to the care of the machine, I amadvised
that, for ite own eake, the machinc should be acsembled and
properly housed to prevent any deterioration of the fabric, I
do assure you that I have given no undertaking vet to send the
machine to Adelaide, nor will I do so unless I can be assured

of its safekeeping,

I might mention thut, even if the proposal to
have the machine in Adelaide proves satisfactory from the point
of view of its preservation, I would not entertain any thought
of sending it there on a permanent basis. The machine would
merely be on loan to the city until such time aes we could find
en adequate and permanent resting place for esuch an historie
object. I would rcgret the day when it would no longer be a
source cof pride and veneration to all Australians in a setting
which will be epnropriate to our splendid record in the fields

of history end pioneering,
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I hope thot this letter will ser've to reassure
you that I am just as zealous in safeguarding the mechine as
yourself and that it will contimme to receive proper care and
attention.

Yours sincerely,

l | 8OBER; ©. MENZIgs

Prime Kinister.

Sir Keith Smith, K.B.E., FeR.CsS.,
G.P.0. Box 627,
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